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January 15, 2019 
 
Name of Agreement Holder: 
Sea Kayak Association of BC 
 
Sites or Trails under Management: 
Sea to Sky Marine Trail – 

• Ramillies Channel 
• Bain Creek 
• Thornbrough Channel 
• Islet View 
• Zorro Bay 
• Tantalus Landing 
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1. Management of Operations  
 

a) Maintenance & Projects 
The six Sea to Sky Marine Trail sites in Howe Sound are Recreation Sites 
established by the British Columbia Marine Trails Network Association 
(BCMTNA), Trans Canada Trail and RSTBC in 2015. In the spring of 2017 
the Sea Kayak Association of British Columbia (SKABC), a Vancouver based 
sea kayak club, entered into a partnership agreement with RSTBC to look 
after maintenance of the six sites. 
 
In 2018 the following maintenance and projects were performed: 
 

1) Tantalus Landing Table – On April 14 & 15, 2018, a volunteer team 
built a large custom table on an existing concrete base at Tantalus 
Landing. A coat of linseed oil was subsequently applied. Rounds from 
a bucked-up hazard tree have been used for seating. 
 

 
Tantalus Landing table 
 

2) Spring Site Inspections – Site inspections were carried out by 
powerboat at all six sites May 12 & 13, 2018. Minor work was done 
on the sites. 

3) Visitor Logbooks – Waterproof logbooks were installed in plastic 
cases at all sites during the May 12 & 13 site visits. There is also an 
online logbook that can be accessed through the SKABC website, 
although it does not appear to be getting much use compared to the 
logbooks at the sites. One plastic case was broken over the course of 
the season and required replacement, and two pens had to be replaced. 
One logbook (at a site used by camp children) was subject to graffiti. 
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Visitor logbook in waterproof case 
 

4) Danger Trees – Two SKABC volunteers went to all sites May 9 with 
a danger tree assessor and Jeff Levine of Sea to Sky Adventure 
Company. Powerboat transportation provided by Sea to Sky Adventure 
Company. Only a few danger trees at most sites, but a large number at 
Zorro Bay. Falling was then carried out by BC Wildfire Service. Two 
fallers and a cleanup crew member at the sites for three days. 

5) Picnic Tables - Five picnic tables were built by SKABC volunteers 
using recycled cedar decking, and painted the official dark brown 
RSTBC colour. Three SKABC volunteers delivered them to the sites 
August 6. 
 

 
Picnic Table at Thornbrough Channel 
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6) Fall Site Inspections – On the weekend of October 13/14, 2018, site 
inspections were carried out by powerboat at all six sites. Minor work 
was done on the sites.  

7) Tantalus Landing Bridge – On October 17 & 18, four SKABC 
Volunteers completed most of the work for a two-log bridge over the 
creek at Tantalus Landing. Decking of the bridge remains to be done, 
as well as steps up the bridge at the south end. 
 

 to 
Bridge logs and wire handrail in place 
 

8) Zorro Bay Toilet – Installation of a urine-diverting composting toilet 
has been delayed and is now scheduled for early in 2019.  

9) Video/Presentations – A video on the Howe Sound sites was 
presented at the BC Marine Trails Spring Forum April 7, 2018, 
followed by an expanded presentation at the May 7, 2018 SKABC 
meeting. The video is now online at the SKABC website and can be 
accessed via the following link: 
https://youtu.be/NkZVKMMJXvw	
 
See the Appendix for year-end site condition reports. 

 
b) Volunteers 

26 volunteers from SKABC visited the sites for the maintenance and projects 
noted above. 
 

c) Incidents and Actions  
1) All six site are boat access only and are not patrolled on a regular 

basis.  
2) In early 2018, it was noted that the Squamish language panel of the 

Ramillies Channel site sign had been broken off (vandalism presumed) 
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and was on the ground beside the sign. A SKABC volunteer retrieved 
the panel by kayak and delivered it to the RSTBC office. RSTBC had 
the panel repaired and it was reinstalled by SKABC volunteers during 
the May site inspections. 

3) One logbook plastic case and pen were broken at Islet View which 
may have been vandalism, although the logbook was intact. The 
logbook case was replaced during the Aug. 6, 2018 picnic table 
delivery and there has been no damage noted since. 

4) The site visitor logbook at Thornbrough Channel was subject to 
graffiti. It is noted that this site is used by Camp Potlatch and it is 
likely that the graffiti was done by a youngster. Several pages were 
marked up but the logbook remains usable. 

5) No other incidents or actions were reported.  
 

d) Management Concerns 
Following are the most significant current management concerns: 
 

1) None of the six sites currently have latrine facilities (a urine-diverting 
composting toilet is in progress for Zorro Bay). Users are expected to 
use Leave No Trace practices: 

i. Go below tide line, cover with rocks or sand, or 
ii. Dig a small hole well away from streams, cover with soil. 

iii. Pack out toilet paper. 
Unburied human waste and toilet paper were found at two sites. 
Additional signage has been posted in the food cache boxes. In the 
longer term, outhouses should be provided at all sites, starting with the 
most heavily used sites. 
 

2) Two sites, Thornbrough Channel and Tantalus Landing, require 
bridges at creek crossings. Most of the work for a two-log bridge over 
the creek at Tantalus Landing has been completed in 2018. Decking of 
the bridge remains to be done, as well as steps up to the bridge at the 
south end. No work has been done yet on the bridge at Thornbrough 
Channel. 
 
 

e) Enforcement Support 
No enforcement support is currently required. 
 

 
2. Summary of Visitors and Revenue 
 

a) Visitors 
Visitor logbooks were installed at all six sites on May 12 & 13, 2018. The 
following visits were recorded based on onsite and online logbook entries: 
a. Ramillies Channel – 11 day visitors. 114 overnight visitors, including 3 

groups from Camp Fircom. 
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b. Bain Creek – 8 day visitors. 139 overnight visitors, including 7 groups 
from Camp Potlatch. 

c. Thornbrough – 43 day visitors, including 1 group from Camp Potlatch. 
67 overnight visitors, including 3 groups from Camp Potlatch.  

d. Islet View – 41 day visitors, including 1 group from Camp Potlatch. 86 
overnight visitors, including 3 groups from Camp Potlatch. 

e. Zorro Bay – 75 day visitors. 38 overnight visitors. 
f. Tantalus Landing – 41 day visitors. 18 overnight visitors. 

 
Total for all sites: 219 day visitors, 462 overnight visitors. It is known 
from anecdotal evidence that some day and overnight visits were not 
entered in the logbooks, so actual site usage is higher. 
 
Four sites, Ramillies Channel, Bain Creek, Thornbrough Channel, Islet 
View and saw visits by large parties from Camp Fircom and Camp 
Potlatch. 
 
Zorro Bay saw significant day use by powerboat, and it is likely that there 
were more visits that were not recorded. At other sites, the majority of 
visits were by self-propelled watercraft (kayak, canoe and stand-up 
paddleboard). 
 

b) Revenue 
All six site are boat access only and no fees are charged for use. 
 
$5000 per year is provided to SKABC from RSTBC for maintenance and 
projects on the six sites. The 2018 revenue has been allocated to the Zorro Bay 
composting urine diverting toilet. 

 
3. Summary of Expenses 

 
In 2018, expenses were incurred for the following maintenance and projects: 
 

1) Zorro Bay Toilet – Composting urine diverting toilet. In progress. 
       

b) Spring site condition reports  
1) Powerboat and camping  

 
c) Picnic tables 

1) Powerboat and materials (wood was salvaged at no cost). 
 

d) Fall site condition reports 
1) Powerboat and camping 

 
e) Bridge construction at Tantalus Landing 

1) Powerboat and materials (logs and decking were salvaged at no cost). 
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SKABC will invoice separately for the above expenses.   
 

 
4. Year End Condition of Infrastructure  

 
a) Generally, all sites are in good shape and show evidence of moderate use.  
b) Bathroom etiquette signs are present at all sites. 
c) Food cache boxes, new in 2017, are in good shape. Some minor garbage was 

found in some boxes. 
d) Unburied human waste and toilet paper were found at two sites, with some 

evidence of creek areas being used as toilets. 
e) One danger tree was left in place at Ramillies Channel due to wildlife values. 
f) Garbage, from a garbage pit exposed at Ramillies Channel when a hazard tree 

was felled, has been bagged and requires removal by powerboat. 
 
Please see Appendix 1 for individual Year-End Site Condition Reports. 
 

 
5. Proposed Projects and Planning for the Coming Year 
 

a) It is anticipated that the urine-diverting composting toilet at Zorro Bay will be 
completed in early 2019. Based on the Zorro Bay experience, discussions will 
be held with RSTBC regarding toilets for the remaining Howe Sound sites. 

b) On the following pages is a table outlining possible 2019 projects for the 
Howe Sound sites. Projects will be prioritized over the winter and will 
proceed as volunteers and resources become available. 
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6. Appendix 1 –  Site Condition Reports 
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Ramillies Channel Site Inspection Sheet 
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  Bain Creek Site Inspection Sheet 
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Thornbrough Channel Site Inspection Sheet 

 
 
 
Islet View Site Inspection Sheet 
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Zorro Bay Site Inspection Sheet 
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Tantalus Landing Site Inspection Sheet 
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7. Appendix  2 –  Site Visitor Logbooks 
  



Page 19 of 26 
 

Site Visitor Logbook – Ramillies Channel 
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Site Visitor Logbook – Bain Creek 
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Site Visitor Logbook – Thornbrough Channel 
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Site Visitor Logbook – Islet View 
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Site Visitor Logbook – Zorro Bay 
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Site Visitor Logbook – Tantalus Landing 
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