
Kayak Destinations 

NOTE: All information must be confirmed by kayakers before departing, and is provided without warrantee 

Broughton Group 
Queen Charlotte Strait/Johnstone Strait , BC 

Paddling Notes 
 

Trip Options 

 West side of Johnstone Strait without crossing to archipelago 

 Water Taxi to Echo Bay and return paddle to Port McNeil or Telegraph Cove 

 Water taxi to Mound Island from Telegraph Cove 

 Extensive Day Paddles from Paddler’s Inn, near Echo Bay 

 Guided trips in area, mostly Johnstone Strait and Blakney Passage 
General  Exposed and Sheltered options 

 July and August, are best times, not overly crowded in archipelago 

 Wilderness camping - tend to be for small groups of 3-4 tents 

 Carry at least 4 days of water in archipelago. Reliable water only on 
Vancouver I. side of Johnstone Strait, such as at Kaikash Creek.  

 Killer whales follow migratory salmon runs in late July, and often are easily 
viewed - observe proper viewing guidelines. Humpback whales also in area. 

 First Nations sites of interest, especially at Village Island and Alert Bay 

 Good fishing in archipelago  
Cautions  Fog, wind, currents, tides, cruise ships, rip tides. 

 Blakney passage/Johnstone Strait/Cracroft Point area 

 Cold Water in Q. Charlotte Strait - wet/dry suits + dress for warmth 

 Observe current and tide tables, incl. secondary stations 

Trip Basics  
No. of Days  3-8 days 
Paddle Distance 20-50 nm  
SKGBC Water Class. Map  (I-IV)  Class II – Among inner island groups 

 Class III - Johnstone Strait and Queen Charlotte Strait 
Recommended Launch Site: Telegraph Cove - Launch Fee, kayak rentals, parking, camping, restaurants 

Port McNeil – Water Taxi to Echo Bay area. 

Getting There  
Driving Directions Google Maps: Vancouver Museum – Nanaimo – Port McNeil / Telegraph Cove    
Travel Distance    -     Total  429 km 6 h 28 min 

- Ferry 57.8 km 2 h 11 min 
- Gravel  km min 

Ferry Info  Horseshoe Bay to Departure Bay 
Paddle to nearest campsite Telegraph Cove launch - Blinkhorn Peninsula or Kaikash Creek  

Planning  
Nautical Charts 3546  1:40,000 Broughton Strait   3547  1:40,000 Queen Charlotte Strait 
Marine Trail BC Marine Trails: Discoveries & Mid Coast 
Trip Planning Maps  630 Broughton/Johnstone, BC Coastal Recreation Map Series, Wavelength 

 03: Broughton Archipelago (B&W), Coastal Waters Recreation 
Suggested Guide Books Wild Coast Vol. 3, The North Island Straits  by John Kimantas pp. 457-499 
Park & Camping Info. Broughton Archipelago Provincial Park. See Marine Trails map 
Tide Stations Alert Bay;  Sunday Harbour;   
Marine Weather VHF radio: Queen Charlotte Strait 
Water Taxi The Paddler's Inn Voice Mail: 250.230.0088 info@paddlersinn.ca 

TelegraphCove Water Taxi 250.756.0094/619.2714 larry@orcaseakayaking.com 

http://www.paddlersinn.ca/index.htm
http://www.skgabc.com/water-classifications.php
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Museum+of+Vancouver,+1100+Chestnut+St,+Vancouver,+BC+V6J+3J9,+Canada/BC+Ferries+Departure+Bay+Terminal,+680+Trans-Canada+Hwy,+Nanaimo,+BC+V9S+5R1,+Canada/Telegraph+Cove,+BC,+Canada/1594+Beach+Dr,+Port+McNeill,+BC+V0N,+Canada/@50.505723,-126.8333472,35310m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m26!4m25!1m5!1m1!1s0x5486723337b3941d:0x96132a57ebac6bce!2m2!1d-123.144907!2d49.276369!1m5!1m1!1s0x5488a19d50faa1ab:0xb2d995f8f16d493b!2m2!1d-123.955288!2d49.192697!1m5!1m1!1s0x5463724c0c738519:0x7e74b9510f4e7d49!2m2!1d-126.832251!2d50.5492459!1m5!1m1!1s0x546379c595e8a617:0x3c30b7ec58a1b005!2m2!1d-127.0879553!2d50.5904919!3e0?hl=en
http://www.bcferries.com/schedules/mainland/hbna-current.php/
http://www.charts.gc.ca/charts-cartes/charts-cartes-eng.asp?step=1&by=quickSearch&num=3546#h2
http://www.charts.gc.ca/charts-cartes/charts-cartes-eng.asp?num=3547
http://www.bcmarinetrails.org/bc-map
http://www.coastandkayak.com/orderonline/index.html
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&ved=0CDMQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coastalwatersrec.com%2Fshop%2Fproduct%2F41-map-10.html&ei=9tzhUoIIj_KgBJi-gsAN&usg=AFQjCNHpIdR19ptGIzFeVn8euhOyDK5NaQ&sig2=PQ_Z7I_IYZDuKbCp7Sz2TQ&bvm=bv.59930103,d.cGU
http://www.coastandkayak.com/orderonline/index.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/broughton/
http://www.bcmarinetrails.org/bc-map
http://tides.gc.ca/eng/station?sid=8280
http://tides.gc.ca/eng/station?sid=8340
http://weather.gc.ca/marine/forecast_e.html?mapID=02&siteID=12400
http://www.paddlersinn.ca/lowband/html/charters.htm
mailto:info@paddlersinn.ca
mailto:TelegraphCove%20Water%20Taxi
mailto:larry@orcaseakayaking.com

