THE BC MARINE TRAILS NETWORK ASSOCIATION

302 Willow St.

Tel: 250-951-2283

Parksville, BC V9P 1C7

www.bcmarinetrails.org

January 30th, 2010

Dear SKABC members,

The BC Marine Trails Network Association would like to thank its member clubs and, in turn, their members for their continuing support for the BC Marine Trails Network initiative.
Our 8 affiliated clubs and their combined membership of somewhere around 1500 paddlers demonstrates to our Government “partners” that our initiative has strong support from the paddling community of BC.  These 8 clubs have also contributed volunteers in the form of most of the working members of the BCMTNA, as well as sending out paddlers to ground proof sites and send the data to us.  (“Groundproofing” is the term we use for the process of going to a site of interest, examining it, and recording its attributes as a potential Marine Trails site.)

PROGRESS IN 2009:

By the end of May, 2009, we had researched or groundproofed and peer reviewed, over 800 “sites of interest”, and compiled them onto our Inventory Database.  This data was then sent to the Government data repository at the Integrated Land Management Bureau (ILMB).  

Another approximately 30 new sites were groundproofed during the summer 2009 paddling season.  These sites are still in the process of being evaluated, peer reviewed, and added to the BCMTNA Inventory.  They include all the sites for the 3 planned Gulf Islands Trails sections (The Main, Inner, and Outer Gulf Islands Trails) which will become combined together as a Gulf Islands Trails Network.

A proposal for the West Coast Vancouver Island North Trails Section was submitted to the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, and the Arts (MTCA) in July, 2009, followed by the Main Gulf Islands Trail Section in October, 2009.  Although there is still much work to be done on the WCVIN Section, our partners in MTCA are in the process of consultation and referrals that must be carried out before a formal letter requesting the establishment of the trail can be sent to the Assistant Deputy Minister.  Once the ADM gives his approval and the trail is published in the BC Gazette, it is considered legally established.  

PLANS FOR 2010:

The BCMTNA’s priority groundproofing goals for 2010 include:

1.  Some specific additional sites needed in the West Coast Vancouver Island North Section. (WCVIN)

2.  Some specific necessary sites still needed in the West Coast Vancouver Island South Section.

3.  Some specific necessary sites still needed for the East Coast Vancouver Island North,  (Nanaimo to Port Hardy) and the Discovery Islands, Cordero Channel, Queen Charlotte Strait and Johnstone Strait.
We will be updating the WCVIN proposal, completing and submitting the entire Gulf Islands Trails Network proposal, and designing proposals for the East Coast Vancouver Island North, and other sections mentions in #3 above.

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE:  SUMMER, 2010

We are now in the process of planning these summer 2010 groundproofing goals, and are looking once again for assistance from individual paddlers.  

Last year, we informally asked people who were planning trips to our areas of interest if they would gather data for us during their trips.   Lots of people volunteered some of their trip time to do this for us, and we thank them very much for all the data that we received.  

This year however, we are working on a slightly different plan.   We are hoping that some paddlers will decide to plan short paddling trips this summer for the purpose of groundproofing a selection of sites for the BCMTNA. The Cowichan Kayak and Canoe Club demonstrated the effectiveness of this method last year by literally groundproofing the whole of the 3 trails sections we have proposed for the Gulf Islands.  One of those trails is already in the hands of MTCA, and the other two will be following in the next week or two.

We are finalizing a list of groupings of sites reasonably close to each other that we need groundproofing data on, each of which could all be visited in a short trip of 10 days or less duration.  We are giving a copy of these lists to each of our club representatives, and are asking them to present it to their members during their clubs’ summer trip planning processes. 

Our hope is that some members will take it upon themselves to pick one of these clusters and organize a short summer trip for the purpose of groundproofing these sites for addition to the Marine Trails database.  Paddlers’ rewards for this work would be the satisfaction of knowing they have contributed some of their personal time and effort to the collective goal of formalizing and securing, for present and future generations, a network of campsites along the entire coastline of British Columbia:  the future BC Marine Trails Network.

For those interested in joining this groundproofing effort, we will be offering simple ‘how to’ sessions this spring on what data you are expected to record, how to access inventory forms to take with you, and how to submit the data you collect. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Meinke, 

President,

BC Marine Trails Network Association
